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Abstract:

This study examines the intellectual profile of Imam Abu al-Ma‘ali “Abd al-Malik
ibn “Abd Allah al-Juwayni (d. 478 AH), one of the most influential theologians of
the Ash‘arite school during the fifth century AH. It focuses particularly on his meth-
odological approach in his seminal work (al-Irshad ila Qawati® al-Adillah), which
represents a foundational contribution to the systematization of Islamic theological
discourse.

The research aims to identify the epistemological and methodological features that
characterize al-Juwayni’s treatment of major theological issues, with particular em-
phasis on his integration of rational inquiry and scriptural evidence. The analysis
demonstrates that al-Juwayni moved beyond a purely descriptive presentation of doc-
trinal issues and instead constructed a structured argumentative framework based on
rational inference, logical organization, and dialectical reasoning.

His methodology is marked by a clear hierarchical structure, beginning with epis-
temological foundations and theories of knowledge, followed by discussions on the
existence and attributes of God, and culminating in prophethood and eschatological
matters. A defining feature of his approach is the harmonization between reason and
revelation, where reason functions as an interpretive instrument rather than an auton-
omous source of belief.

Furthermore, al-Juwayni systematically engages opposing theological positions,
particularly those of the Mu tazilites and other sects, by presenting their arguments
and subsequently subjecting them to critical rational analysis. This reflects a signif-
icant methodological shift in Islamic theology from polemical debate to structured

scientific reasoning.

Keywords: Al-Imam Al-Juwayni, Kalam (Islamic Theology), Al-Irshad, Ash‘ari

Methodology, Doctrinal Reasoning.
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