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Abstract:

The methodology of Nizam al - Din al - Nisaburi (d. 730 AH) in his exegesis
“Ghara’ib al - Qur’an wa Ragha’ib al - Furqan” is considered one of the robust schol-
arly approaches that effectively contributed to strengthening the principles of Islamic
doctrine, particularly in the area of affirming God’s transcendence and freedom from
any resemblance to His creation. The value of this methodology is evident in its
refutation of the views of sects that fell into anthropomorphism and corporealism.
Al - Nisaburi relied on a balanced scholarly approach that combined textual evidence
based on the Qur’an and Sunnah with rational evidence derived from the principles of
Islamic theology (Kalam). This enabled him to skillfully and methodically refute the
arguments of those who likened God to His creation and those who ascribed physical
attributes to Him. The importance of studying this topic is increasing because it re-
veals a prominent interpretive model that contributed to defending the purity of Islam-
ic doctrine, highlighting the Sunni approach to divine attributes and emphasizing the
principle of transcendence while affirming what is stated in the religious texts without
falling into anthropomorphism or denial. This study also sheds light on the role of
Quranic exegesis in addressing doctrinal deviations. One of the most important con-
clusions that can be drawn from this approach is that al - Nisaburi followed a middle
path that combines delegation of meaning and interpretation in a manner appropriate
to the context. While adhering to the glorification of God and His transcendence from
the attributes of creatures, it is clear from his interpretation that he was very concerned
with presenting the opinions of opponents accurately and fairly, then refuting them
in a manner based on rational and transmitted arguments. His discussions were also
characterized by depth and analysis, as he went beyond mere transmission to critiquing
the principles upon which those incorrect opinions were built, and revealing the points
of contradiction and weakness in them. Thus, Al - Nisaburi’s approach represents a

prominent scientific contribution in the field of doctrinal studies. He combined origi-

o)¢



nality of thought with strength of argument, highlighting the significant efforts made

by Islamic scholars to defend the faith and protect it from intellectual deviations, and

to establish the principles of divine transcendence when dealing with religious texts.
Keywords: Nizam al - Din al - Nisaburi, anthropomorphists and corporealists,

Quranic curiosities and desires.
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