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Abstract:

The world today is witnessing rapid and successive transformations
across various fields, leading to increasingly complex and diverse crises.
This situation calls for the development of new skills to deal with such
challenges, foremost among them is innovative thinking. In this context,
higher education plays a pivotal role in preparing individuals capable of
confronting these challenges through creative and non-traditional
approaches.

This research aims to explore the role of higher education institutions in
enhancing innovative thinking skills among students, as they represent the
group most capable of driving change and contributing to solutions for
contemporary problems. The study adopted the descriptive-analytical
method.

The findings highlight the importance of strengthening the role of
universities as engines of creativity and change, rather than merely
sources of knowledge. This can be achieved through curriculum
development, faculty training, and creating an environment that
encourages critical thinking and the generation of new ideas. The study
also recommends integrating creativity development programs into
academic plans and adopting interactive teaching methods that simulate
real-life situations and foster innovation across different academic
disciplines.

Keywords: Higher education, crisis management, innovative thinking.
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