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Abstract :
The Deputy Prime Minister is the official entrusted with the task of assisting the
Prime Minister« He must take the Cabinet's decisions temporarily in the event of
the Prime Minister's absence or if he is deputized for a task by the Prime Minister.
The Iraqi Constitution2005 defined this position in Article 139¢ limiting it to the
first electoral cycle only. This issue has sparked a series of disputes among
constitutional law scholars¢ with some supporting and others opposing the presence
of deputy prime ministers in subsequent electoral cycles.
The Federal Supreme Court played a prominent role in affirming the

constitutionality of the position of deputy prime ministers¢ granting the prime
minister broad discretionary power to choose the number of his deputies.
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