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Abstract :

This study examines the term “unreliable” (ghayr mu‘tabar) as employed
by Abi Ishaq al-Shatib1 (d. 790 AH), considering it a critical tool aimed at
refining grammatical discourse and eliminating weak positions. This
approach reveals the precision of his method and its firm grounding in the
Arabic grammatical tradition, while also shedding light on the grammatical
mindset of the eighth century AH. Accordingly, the research is structured
into three sections: the first presents al-Shatibi’s scholarly profile and
grammatical status; the second traces the emergence and development of
the term “unreliable” in grammatical studies, with attention to its
terminological roots and methodological implications; and the third
analyzes its grammatical applications in Al-Maqasid al-Shafiyyah fi Sharh
al-Khulasah al-Kafiyah, focusing on the instances deemed unreliable by
al-Shatibi. The study concludes that al-Shatib1 prioritizes intended Arabic
usage over mere analogical possibility and adopts the term “unreliable” as
a governing criterion in constructing grammatical rules and regulating

preference among competing views .
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