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Abstract
The East African region and the Horn of Africa hold increasing geopolitical significance in the
contemporary international system due to their strategic location overlooking vital maritime routes for
global trade and energy. This has made the region a field of competition among major powers,
particularly the United States, whose foreign policy in the area is based on a comprehensive framework
of U.S. national security considerations, including strategic interests, maritime security, and balancing
international influence. Internal conflicts and political fragility have further complicated the U.S. role,

leading to the use of multiple political, military, and economic tools of engagement.

Keywords: East Africa, Horn of Africa, Strategic Geographic Location, International Maritime Routes,

Bab el-Mandeb, U.S. National Security, Counterterrorism, International Competition.
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