Thi3 o i s (il il

The Tenderness and Grace (or Gentleness)
In the Poetry of Nasib ibn Rabah

Gt aadl (b 20
Lec. Dr. Abbas Al-Aibi Flayeh

) ALS [ el pals daals

University of Samarra / College of Arts

abbis.al.fl@uosamarra.edu.ig

CLD (R Quad cJui: cakal c2\§J Z\,x;llw\ ilalsl)

Keywords: Delicacy- Gentleness- Nusayb ibn Rabah



mailto:abbis.al.fl@uosamarra.edu.iq







bay) alwhall gl Gma o dlaa
Js¥1 gl [ 2026 oleis [ Oapdally Lalal) i) [0 gilallly (el aaad) [ g pdially SEY alaal

Sy z by O el jad (B (Ghallly A8)) hdl e psall dad s () Al g
Eigpall Joaly Lo an A gy a3 8 selall (ile 3 L (gmdll aaliy b ekl Jlexiu)
AT L Uise e 0K ol ) lagadl) pelall 858 s e pipl) (eg ¢ Jaladl ymall dia Ll
A5)lged tLagl¥V o pabadlll jsiaa g plall Cudly Laay (el aali (& g ot ey JS L4
Angian g b Cidallly A8 plmd ) Aoy aially A a (e gy o Uil 4tieSag
gl e O o il (LA ALK Y (s sl diel e ol Id Jang lgr Jyi ey Al
OLS i) dy ehagy seLall Gt oy casgl () sdilasd s (b sl adl Yol o e aulSaly
18y e Aalagg 6y el A (a4 en Ll cpgd Lasins (s empl) oLSal (bl ¢y
Las illen (e il at o5 oy ag eyl Gt )l 3 Latl gt al) Ayl can i)

e Ll g Sl Al cpabiae (e Jos

Abstract

This study aims to investigate the nuances of the terms "delicacy” (Al-Rigga) and
"kindness" (Al-Lutf) in the poetry of Nusayb ibn Rabah, exploring their stylistic and
contextual employment within his body of work. Despite living in a semi-bedouin
environment that strictly adhered to ancestral tribal legacies dating back to the Pre-
Islamic era, and notwithstanding the social prejudices associated with his skin color at
the time, the poet’s creative output remained remarkably unhindered.

A striking feature of his poetry is the pervasive presence of these two concepts and
their thematic implications. Through artistic skill and wisdom, Ibn Rabah transcended
the constraints of tribalism and racial bias, navigating instead toward a space
characterized by tenderness and grace in his depictions of his patrons, himself, and his
beloveds. This shift underscores a profound poetic prowess; indeed, a reader might
hardly discern the poet’s racial identity through his verses—save for explicit
autobiographical references—due to the sheer refinement of his style. Furthermore,
the poet’s intellectual depth, poetic wealth, and sobriety of mind earned him a
position as a close companion and confidant to the Umayyad caliphs.

Adopting an analytical methodology, this study presents selected poetic texts and

subjects them to rigorous critique to uncover their aesthetic dimensions and the
unique literary themes that define Ibn Rabah’s legacy.
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