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Abstract

This research focuses on the general conditions of Baghdad during the Mamluk era
(1704-1762), as well as the role of elite women in society at that time. This period
witnessed the weakening and decline of the centralized Ottoman Empire and the
emergence of the "Mamluk Era" in Iraqg at the hands of Hasan Pasha and his son
Ahmed Pasha. It highlights Baghdad's transformation from a province
administratively dependent on the Ottoman State into an entity enjoying semi-
autonomy from the Ottoman authority, relying on a Mamluk military and
administrative force that reshaped the city’s political and social landscape.Events in
this period were not limited to political conflicts; the role of elite women emerged
prominently. The women of Baghdad’s governors played vital roles in
strengthening political ties through marriages, managing endowments, and
influencing sovereign decisions, granting them influence that transcended the
traditional boundaries of the harem in the Ottoman palace.Adila Khatun, daughter
of Ahmed Pasha and wife of Sulayman Pasha "Abu Layla," is the most prominent
model of this role, as she left a lasting architectural and humanitarian legacy. Her
legacy was represented in: Religious and service architecture: founding major
mosques (Adila Khatun Mosque); Charitable endowments: allocating vast
endowments to support the poor and students of knowledge; Political symbolism:
Khatun embodied the link and political legitimacy between the reigns of her father
and her husband, making her an icon of female prestige that contributed to shaping
Baghdad’s cultural and religious identity during the eighteenth century.The
research is divided into an introduction, a conclusion, and four chapters: the first
chapter dealt with the general conditions in Mamluk Baghdad, while the second
chapter touches upon the status of Baghdadi women in the Ottoman era, the third
chapter introduces Adila Khatun, her upbringing and her life, and finally, the fourth
chapter shows the legacy of Adila Khatun in Baghdad.
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