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Abstract
This research addresses a crime that affects national memory and the public interest
of the state, namely, the destruction of historical documents. This crime was defined
according to the Iraqi Law on the Preservation of Documents No. 37 of 2016 and
compared with Emirati legislation to highlight similarities and differences in terms of
punishment and the scope of protection. The research begins by defining the concept
of historical documents and then clarifies the nature of the crime by examining its
characteristics that distinguish it from other crimes affecting ordinary documents. The
research then addresses the elements of the crime and its punishment. The research
concludes that the protection of historical documents represents a legal necessity for
preserving national heritage and safeguarding the historical identity of the state. The
research concludes with a set of findings and recommendations, as follows:
Keywords: (Documents, Historical, Punishment, Crime, Destruction, Elements of the
Crime)
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