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Mercy in Surah Maryam (peace be upon her)
An Interpretive Study
Prepared by: Dr. Anwar Aziz Jalil
University of Basra College of Education for Humanities Department of
Arabic Language

Abstract

After examining the study of connotation and its tools, the research found
that what distinguishes connotation is its unique ability to suggest multiple
meanings through a single word due to its transparency. Furthermore, it evokes
numerous meanings in the mind, influencing the recipient through unique words
within phonetic, morphological, and grammatical contexts. Applying this to
Surah Maryam and analyzing the words "mercy" and "the Most Merciful within
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it, the research observed that the connotation of mercy differed among the
prophets, resulting in variations in its spelling and writing. The research also
noted that the word "the Most Merciful” is almost always present throughout the
surah and carries multiple connotations. Herein lies its connotative significance,
as the association of verses of punishment and rebuke with the word "the Most
Merciful” indicates that God's mercy encompasses even the disobedient, the
tyrants, and the sinners, demonstrating that His mercy extends to all things. This
may also serve another connotative purpose: to affirm the established and
enduring nature of the attribute of mercy. Or because it denotes emptiness and
fullness, i.e., Rahman (the Most Merciful) is the opposite of Ghadban (the
Wrathful), even though both denote fullness, since ghadab (anger) is a fullness
of rage to the point of bursting forth. Or because of its suggestive connotation of
abundance and exaggeration, as evidenced by the suffixes alif and nun in fa'lan.
Or because it denotes the root of mercy from the verbal noun. Or because it is
contrasted with the word rahmah (mercy), and both denote eternal mercy, or
because it denotes divine oneness and perfection, or because it denotes absolute
mental presence, or because it denotes the reality and totality of mercy, or
because it denotes the essence of God. This is what the verses in Surah Maryam
suggest, although the surah does not explicitly state it.

Keywords: suggestion, suggestive connotation, central meaning, peripheral
meaning, mercy, Ar-Rahman (the Most Merciful).
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