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Abstact:

The water issue has always been and remains a problem around which
debates often intensify; indeed, water security is considered one of the
most significant gaps in national security. All indicators confirm that in
the coming years, water will be one of the main causes of conflict and
dispute between riparian countries. The future carries signs of serious
crises affecting lIraqi affairs, especially Irag's concerns about Turkish
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water policies, which began to emerge in the mid-1970s when Turkey
started implementing a series of dams on the Euphrates River and became
capable of controlling the river's water flow at the expense of Iragi water
interests. Perhaps the most dangerous Turkish projects for Syrian and
Iragi interests is the multi-purpose GAP project, which includes essential
projects for irrigation and electricity generation, as well as several
projects in other sectors. This study elucidated the adverse effects of
dams and irrigation projects constructed on the Euphrates River,
specifically highlighting their contribution to the diminished water level
of the river and the deterioration in the quality and quantity of water
resources reaching Irag. Crucially, these impacts have severely affected
agricultural lands, particularly in central and southern Iraq, where the
reduction in water inflow and the elevated concentrations of pollutants in
irrigation water have collectively resulted in the loss of 40% of Iraqg's
arable land."

The study was divided into three main topics: Topic 1: Water situation in
Turkey and Iraq. Discussion 2: Turkey's water projects on the Euphrates
River and their objectives. and the third discussion: the impact of the
Euphrates water scarcity crisis on the water situation in Iraq.
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1-Arda Bilgen ,2018, 1977DEN 2017'YE GUNEYDOGU ANADOLU
PROJESI (GAP): GAPIN 40 YILI UZERINE NITEL VE COK
BOYUTLU BiR DEGERLENDIRME, Ankara Universitesi SBF Dergisi,
Cilt 73, No. 3 ,s. 815.
2- Alkhafaji , Hayder , 2018 ,Iraq's Water Crisis Challenges and
Solutions , Al-Bayan Center for Planning and Studies Baghdad , p.7.
3- Brewda , Joseph,” The Economic Development of Turkey is the key
Peace," EIR, Vol. 26, No.: 16, April 16, 1999,p.50
4-Erhan, Selahattin, "The Social Structure in The GAP Region and its
Evolution",water ResOurces Development ,vol.13,No.4., p. 515-516 .
YILDIZ, OZKAN, GAP ILLERINDE SOSYAL VE EKONOMIK
DONUSUM, Gaziantep Universitesi i, Ege Academic, 2008, S 289 .

5-Balat , Mustafa ,” Southeastern Anatolia Project (GAP) of Turkey and
Regional Development “Applications, ENERGY EXPLORATION &
EXPLOITATION, Volume 21 Numbers 5 & 6.2003,p.393.

6-John Kolars, "The Hydro Imperative of Turkey Search for Energy",
The Middle East Journal, Vol. 40, No.1, 1986, P.18.

7- Kolars, John F, Mitchell , William A, 1991, The Euphrates River and
the Southeast Anatolia Development Project , United States of America ,
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY PRESS,. ,p.38.
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8- Ozis, Unal," The Development Plan for the Lower. Euphrates Basin In
Turkey", Natural Resources And Development, Institute for Co-
Operation, Germany, Vol.:16, 1982, P. 77.

OMEDZINI , ARNON ,1994, THE EUPHRATES RIVER: AN
ANALYSIS OF A SHARED RIVER SYSTEM IN THE MIDDLE EAST
, SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL AND AFRICAN STUDIES- UNIVERSITY
OF LONDON,p. 79.

10-Qaraman M. Hasan IWA, Sarkawt Ghazi Salar, Durgeshree Raman,
2023 , When the law is unclear. challenges and opportunities for data and
information exchange in the Tigris-Euphrates and Indus river basins,
Official Journal of the World Water Council,vol.25,No0.8,p.782.

11- www.gap.gov.tr//, South Eastern Anatolia Project / Englis /General
Information:" History of South Eastern Anatolia Project (GAP)", p.1 .

List of sources:

Documents:

1- Embassy of the Republic of Iraq in Ankara (Press Office), Weekly
Press Report (Confidential) No. 53, dated March 15, 1990, addressed to
the Ministry of Culture and Information (Department of Foreign Media),
Iragi Foreign Ministry Documents Register No. (3).

2- Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Department of Territorial and
Transboundary Watercourses, Water Issues between Turkey, Syria, and

Irag, (n.p.), p. 17.

3- Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, File on Negotiations
Concerning Shared Waters, 1992, p. 25.

Books in Arabic:

1- Ibrahim Khalil Al-Allaf, 2005, The Problem of Water and Water
Resources in the Middle East, Mosul: Ibn Al-Atheer Publishing House, p.
29.
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2- Ar, Starr Joyce and Stoll, Daniel C., 1995, American Policy Towards
Water Resources in the Middle East, translated by Muhammad Al-Faqir,
1st ed., Beirut, Arab Foundation, p. 6.

3- Ismail, Suleiman Abdullah, 2004, The Water Policy of the Tigris and
Euphrates Basin Countries and its Implications for the Kurdish Question,
Sulaymaniyah, Kurdistan Center for Strategic Studies. 4- Al-Sabawi,
Awni Abdul Rahman, 1997, Israel and Turkish Water Projects: The
Future of Arab Water Neighborhoods, First Edition, Strategic Studies,
Issue (10), Emirates Center for Strategic Studies and Research, n.p., p.
16.

5- Al-Fartousi, Khalid Qati', The Mesopotamian Buffalo: ldentity and
Economy, in The Marshes of Iraq: Three Studies in Environment,
Animals, and Tourism, edited by Abdul Ali Al-Khaffaf, Hussein Alawi
Al-Ziyadi, and Khalid Qati' Al-Fartousi, 1st Edition, Lebanon, Al-
Rafidain Center for Dialogue, 2019, p. 55.

6- Al-Maw'id, Hamad Saeed, 1990, The Water War in the Middle East,
1st Edition, Damascus, Dar Kanaan, p. 159. 7- Al-Nuaimi, Ahmed Nouri,
Iraqi-Turkish Relations: Reality and Future, Amman, Dar Wahran, n.d.

8- Jadie, Yahya Hassan, 2023, The Impact of Turkish and Iranian Water
Projects in the Tigris and Euphrates Basin on Iraq's Water Rights under
International Law, Erbil, Hatrik Publishing and Distribution.

9- Damashgiyah, Ghassan, 1994, The Water Crisis and Conflict in the
Arab Region, 1st ed., Damascus, Al-Ahali, pp. 28-30.

10- Rashid, Dr. Abdul Latif Jamal, 2017, Water Resources in Irag, 1st
ed., Bira Mird Press, Sulaymaniyah, p. 36.

11- Radwan, Walid, 2006, The Water Problem between Syria and
Turkey, 1st ed., Beirut, Publications Distribution and Publishing
Company, p. 83. 12- Khaddam, Munther, (2003), Water Security -
Reality and Challenges, Beirut, Center for Arab Unity Studies, p. 177,

13- Adel, Hassan, 2021, The Water Crisis in Irag: A Vision for Resolving
Problems Between Neighboring Countries, Al-Bayan Center for Studies
and Planning, Baghdad, p. 7.
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14- Alian, Mahmoud Alian, 2014, Arab Water from the Nile to the
Euphrates: Challenges and Surrounding Dangers, 1st ed., Beirut, Center
for Arab Unity Studies, p. 130.

15- Muhammad, Dalia Ismail (2006). Water and International Relations:
A Study of the Impact of the Water Crisis on the Nature and Pattern of
Arab-Turkish Relations, Cairo, Madbouli Library, p. 34. 16- Muhammad,
Arabi Ladmi, 2017, The Transformation in Turkish Foreign Policy
towards Irag, Syria, and the Palestinian Question 1990-2010, 1st ed.,
Berlin, Germany, Arab Democratic Center for Strategic, Political, and
Economic Studies, p. 33.

17- Mukhaimer, Samer, Hijazi, Khaled, The Water Crisis in the Arab
Region: Facts and Alternatives, Alam Al-Ma'rifah, Kuwait, 1996, p. 76.

18- Mansour, Abdel Aziz, Shehata, 2000, The Water Issue in Syrian
Policy towards Turkey, Center for Arab Unity Studies, 1st ed., Beirut, p.
168.

19- Michael Klare, "Wars for Resources,”" Arab Book House, Beirut, 1st
ed., 2002, p. 201.

Books in Kurdish:

1- Al-Zamiri, Imad, 2015, Turkey and the Middle East, and: Shanaz
Ramzi Hirani, vol. 1, Sulaimani, Chabamani Ganj.

2- Nagshbandi, Azad Mohammed Amin, 2003, GAP Project and its
Impact on the Region and Kurdistan, Erbil, Salahaddin University.

3- Yildiz, Karim, 2018, Syrian Kurds a Forgotten Nation, translated by
Arslan Hassan, Sulaimani, Hamdi Publishing House.

Theses and Letters:

1- Al-Dujaili, Jaafar Baqir, 2011, Water and Food Security in the Arab
Mashreq Countries, Journal of Administration and Economics, 34th Year
- Issue 90, p. 9.

2- Al-Khazraji, Hamad Jassim, 2019, Variables Affecting Relations
between the Republic of Irag and the Republic of Turkey, Center for
Strategic Studies - University of Karbala.
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