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Abstract

This research aims to explore the structural transformations brought about by
artificial intelligence technologies in the architecture of digital journalistic narrative
within immersive and virtual environments, particularly inside the media metaverse.
It seeks to analyze how digital narrative framing is deployed to reshape the
relationship between the event and the audience, and the extent to which this reflects
on the audience’s cognitive perception, engagement, and the credibility of the news
message, applying to "Al Jazeera Contrast” platform as a leading empirical model.
The study adopted the descriptive-analytical approach through a content analysis tool
designed according to rigorous methodological standards, applied to a purposive
sample consisting of (12) immersive news reports published via "Al Jazeera
Contrast". The sample was analyzed in light of six major narrative frames, including:
the spatial presence frame, the dramatic frame, the smart information frame, the
human (immersive empathy) frame, the isolation frame, and the digital reconstruction
frame.

The results revealed a high presence of both the spatial presence frame and the
immersive empathy frame at a rate of (75%), while spatial/ambisonic audio
technologies recorded the highest utilization rate at (87.5%), whereas the deployment
of maps and smart data within the virtual environment reached (62.5%). Furthermore,
the study uncovered a noticeable surge in using spatial sound effects and interactive
techniques that enhance the sense of co-presence, against a relative limitation in
explicitly disclosing the boundaries of digitally reconstructed content. These findings
indicate that immersive journalism powered by artificial intelligence represents a
qualitative shift in the evolution of journalistic practice, given its capacity to
reposition the audience as a sensory participant in the event rather than just a passive
receiver.

The study concludes that integrating artificial intelligence into the structure of
journalistic narrative is not limited to developing display tools, but rather redefines
the concept of media realism in the metaverse space, demanding the formulation of
regulatory and ethical frameworks to ensure transparency and credibility in
contemporary immersive content.
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