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Abstract

The process of political change in Syria has gone through multiple stages. It began in its
early phases as a peaceful popular movement demanding political and social reforms,
influenced by the wave of the “Arab Spring” that swept across a number of Arab countries,
particularly Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen, and Libya. However, the political regime in Syria was
unable to contain these protests, which led to their escalation and transformation into an
open conflict, further complicated and deepened by regional and international external

interventions.

As a result of this overlap, Syria was transformed into an arena for regional conflicts
(including some Arab states, Turkey, Iran, and Israel) and international conflicts (such as
Russia and the United States of America). This was directly reflected in the Syrian social

structure, particularly among minorities.

This research seeks to analyze the nature of political changes in Syria and to monitor their
repercussions on the reality of minorities through dividing the study into three main
sections. The first section addresses the concept of political change and its stages in the
Syrian case. The second section focuses on the condition of minorities in terms of social
diversity and their positions toward change. The third section is devoted to examining the
most prominent challenges facing minorities, in addition to the opportunities for their

empowerment in the current stage.

The importance of this research stems from the fact that it addresses a pivotal stage in the
contemporary history of Syria, represented by the political transformations that
accompanied the process of political change in the year (2024), as well as the shifts in the
structure of the political system and the balances of internal and external powers, with a

focus on the condition of minorities.

The research assumes that political change in Syria after the year (2024) has provided

relative opportunities to enhance the participation of minorities; however, these
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opportunities remain limited and have not yet been transformed into stable institutional

gains.

The research concluded that political change in Syria has taken two overlapping paths,
internal and external, and that minorities have been active actors in this process, whether
directly or indirectly. Despite the magnitude of the challenges they face, there are realistic
opportunities to strengthen their role and empower them, which constitutes one of the

most prominent challenges and tasks facing the political system in the coming stage.

Keywords: Political change, Syria, minorities.
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