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Abstract:

This study examines the phenomenon of grammatical disagreement in Ibn
al - Sarraj’s al - Usal through an analytical and statistical approach aimed at
uncovering the nature and orientations of such disagreements. It is based on
the premise that grammatical disagreement constitutes a fundamental pillar in
the development of Arabic grammatical scholarship, and that it is not confined
to the well - known conflict between the Basran and Kufan schools, but also
includes disagreements within each school.

The researcher adopts an analytical - statistical methodology by identifying
and classifying the disputed issues in al - Usal into three main categories: gram-
matical principles, subsidiary grammatical issues, and morphological matters,
while also examining Ibn al - Sarraj’s positions in terms of agreement and dis-
agreement. Although the study does not claim complete originality—given that
many scholars have previously addressed such disputes—it contributes a quan-
titative statistical analysis that has not been previously undertaken.

The research is divided into three sections: the first explores Ibn al - Sarraj’s
disagreements with Basran grammarians, the second addresses his disagree-
ments with Kufan grammarians, and the third presents Basran issues he trans-
mitted without directly engaging in them.

The findings reveal that Ibn al - Sarraj did not adhere strictly to the Bas-
ran school; rather, he diverged from leading Basran authorities, particularly
Sibawayh and al - Mubarrad, in numerous cases, while also opposing Kufan
views in others, reflecting a degree of intellectual independence. The study iden-
tifies a total of 38 instances of disagreement with Basrans and 28 with Kufans,
spanning principles, subsidiary issues, and morphology.

Furthermore, the results indicate that Ibn al - Sarraj employed a foundational

method based on presenting, analyzing, and weighing different opinions, with

£y
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a tendency toward synthesizing elements from both schools—an approach akin
to the Baghdadian grammatical trend. The study also shows that he relied on
grammatical reasoning to support his views, with a particular focus on detailed
subsidiary disagreements rather than major theoretical issues.

The study concludes that al - Usal represents a significant source for docu-
menting grammatical disputes and reflects Ibn al - Sarraj’s independent scholar-
ly character, which contributed to the development of Arabic grammar through

critical reassessment and systematic analysis of earlier scholarly views

Keyworde: Disagreement,Ibn al - Sarraj, Al - Usul.
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