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Abstract

The phenomenon of begging is a social issue that appeared in many historical eras,
including the Abbasid period, where it was influenced by social, economic, and
political changes. In this era, begging emerged as one of the social problems faced by
the poor and the needy, due to widespread unemployment and severe poverty
affecting many segments of Abbasid society. Several factors contributed to the
increase in the number of beggars, such as the spread of wars, epidemics, and the
corruption of some officials, which exacerbated the suffering of the poor. Begging in
the Abbasid period was not limited to the poor, but also affected certain marginalized
or oppressed groups in society. The form of begging varied from region to region,
with some beggars openly asking for alms in the streets, while others relied on
different methods, such as begging in mosques and religious shrines. On the other
hand, the Abbasid state made efforts to improve the conditions of the poor by
providing charity and donations. Institutions such as "Bayt al-Mal" were established
to collect and distribute money to those in need. Despite these efforts, begging
remained a persistent phenomenon in Abbasid society, reflecting the economic and
social challenges faced by the state and its citizens at that time.
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