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Abstract

This study examines the dialectical relationship between food and identity as a
cultural and social construct that transcends the biological dimension of food
consumption. Food is approached as a symbolic practice that contributes to the
production and reconfiguration of both individual and collective identities. Adopting
an anthropological perspective, the study analyzes the meanings of taste, patterns of
consumption, and the table as a space of social interaction in The Andalusian Christ
by Tayseer Khalaf. It seeks to reveal how social stratification and cultural differences
are embodied through food practices, and how these practices function in
consolidating belonging and distinction within the diverse historical and social
contexts of Andalusians who were expelled from their cities and places of residence
and subsequently reconstituted their identities under conditions of exile in the Islamic
Maghreb, the Ottoman/Turkish milieu, and other regions.
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