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Abstract

This study examines the most prominent political assassinations in Yemen during the
period (1948-1986), a period characterized by numerous political transformations and
power struggles in both North and South Yemen. The research aims to shed light on
the most significant political assassinations that Yemen witnessed during this time,
explaining the political circumstances that led to them. It also studies their impact on
the course of political development and the instability that the country experienced.
The importance of this topic lies in its reflection of the nature of political conflict
within the ruling elites and its revelation of the internal and external factors that
contributed to the spread of political violence in Yemeni political life. Furthermore,
studying these events helps in understanding the nature of the transformations that the
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political system in both parts of Yemen under the monarchy and after the
establishment of the republican system in North Yemen, as well as under the socialist
experiment in South Yemen. The research adopts a historical methodology that traces
and analyzes events within their chronological and political contexts, using historical
sources related to contemporary Yemen. It also employs historical analysis to
demonstrate the relationship between these assassinations and the political conflicts
that the country witnessed during that period. The research addresses the most
prominent political assassinations in Yemen, beginning with the assassination of Imam
Yahya in 1948, which marked the start of a period of political conflict over the system
of government, and continuing through the assassination of president Ibrahim al-
Hamdi in 1977, one of the most prominent leaders who sought to implement political
and administrative reforms in North Yemen, and then the assassination of President
Ahmed Hussein al-Ghashmi in 1978. In addition, the research clarified the nature of
political conflicts in South Yemen, including the execution of President Salem Rubai
Ali in 1978, as well as the conflict within the Yemeni Socialist Party that resulted in
the tragic events witnessed in Aden on January 13, 1986. The phenomenon of political
assassinations in Yemen was not an isolated incident, but rather the result of several
intertwined factors. Among the most important of these were the struggle for power
between political and military leaders, the weakness of state institutions, and the
influence of regional and international factors that played a role in fueling political
competition within Yemen during that period. In light of this, it became clear that
political assassinations constituted the most prominent manifestation of political
instability in Yemen during the second half of the twentieth century and contributed to
changes in the structure of Political power, which directly influenced the course of
development of the modern Yemeni state.
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