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Abstract

This study examines the role of major cities outside Baghdad during the Abbasid era
in stimulating economic activity and cultural life within Arab and Islamic history. It
focuses on urban centers that coexisted with the Abbasid Caliphate, despite
differences in their origins and conditions of establishment. The paper briefly outlines
the historical contexts of these cities’ emergence and their urban development, then
analyzes their roles in trade, industry, taxation, and in connecting regions through

land, river, and maritime routes.

It also highlights their cultural contributions to Arab-Islamic civilization through
scholarly institutions, endowments (wagf), markets, and the mobility of scholars and
books. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical historical approach, drawing on both
classical sources and modern references. It concludes that the multiplicity of urban
centers beyond Baghdad strengthened economic networks, intensified cultural
exchange, and sustained the long-term influence of these cities.
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