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Abstract

Togoland is considered one of the legacies of foreign colonialism, as it was divided into Eastern and
Western regions. The latter came under British control, while the former was administered by France.
Colonial policies worked to fragment territories in ways that served imperial interests, with the aim of
maintaining control even after formal withdrawal. Consequently, French Togoland became known as
the Republic of Togo and gained independence in 1960. In contrast, a referendum was held in British
Togoland, the outcome of which favored integration with Ghana, after the colonial authority limited
the options to either integration or the continuation of trusteeship, without allowing for the
establishment of a unified state encompassing both Eastern and Western Togoland. As a result,
secessionist movements emerged in Western Togoland, with demands ranging between unification
with the Republic of Togo and full independence, and they resorted to violence as a means to achieve
their separatist objectives.

Keywords: Togoland, Colonial Legacy, Western Togoland, Secessionist Movements, Ghana, Togo.
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