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Abstract
This research examines the representations of ambiguous authority in Sonallah
Ibrahim’s novel, The Committee (Al-Lajnah), positioning it as a paradigm that exposes
the political reality within the Arab environment. It explores the transformations of
power, its practices, and the mechanisms employed to control human potential,
thoughts, and beliefs. The study posits that authority utilizes ambiguity as a strategic
tool to achieve its ideological objectives. The research departs from the hypothesis that
ambiguity functions as a semantic strategy that reinforces hegemony and reshapes
public consciousness within the framework of a closed power structure.
The study addresses this phenomenon through several thematic axes:
. The Ambiguity of Naming and Identity Erasure: This is manifested through the
deliberate absence of character names—including the protagonist and other primary
figures—reflecting a profound crisis of individual identity.
. Ambiguity of Reference and Legitimacy: The "Committee” exercises its
dominance without clear legal frameworks or defined legislation. It remains an
undeclared entity that simultaneously asserts absolute, indirect control.
. Procedural Ambiguity: This section analyzes the practical implementation of
authority and its impact on society, alongside the psychological toll that such opaque
power exerts on individuals.
. Local Authority vs. Global Hegemony: The research expands to compare the
clear, named presence of global powers against the vague and elusive nature of local
authority.
. The Structure of Authoritarian Discourse: An exploration of the linguistic and
discursive nature of the novel and its alignment with the overarching theme of
ambiguity.
Conclusion: The research concludes that ambiguity in the novel serves as a
comprehensive structural framework operating across multiple levels. It permeates
characterization, legal and procedural references, and discourse. Ultimately, the novel
depicts an authority that transcends mere physical repression, seeking instead to
actively reconstruct the consciousness, orientations, and beliefs of the individual.
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