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Random Urban Growth and Its Impact on Land Use in the City of Baghdad
Amer Kareem Atiyat Al-Mansouri
Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Faculty of Humanities, Azad
University, Najafabad Branch, Najafabad, Iran

Abstract

Over recent decades, the city of Baghdad has witnessed rapid urban expansion
accompanied by a clear spread of random (informal) urban growth, driven by
population increase, internal migration, weak urban planning, and the absence of
oversight regarding land use. This growth has produced spatial and functional
changes in the city’s structure, including encroachment on agricultural lands and
public services, the emergence of unplanned residential areas, and the escalating
pressure on urban infrastructure and services.
This research aims to analyze the manifestations of random urban growth in
Baghdad and to clarify its impact on land-use patterns, while examining the
factors leading to it and the resulting outcomes in urban, economic, social, and
environmental terms. The study adopts the analytical descriptive approach using
statistical data, maps, satellite imagery, and analysis of urban expansion within
the administrative boundaries of Baghdad.
The findings indicate that random urban growth contributes to disruption in the
functional balance of land uses and to a decline in the efficiency of urban
planning. The study recommends the adoption of sustainable development

464



Sawah Journal of Humanities mlmljloqhncmnln

Al
2028 JF-May2028 E-ISSN 3106 - 8324 P-ISSN 3106 - 8316

policies, updating master plans, and strengthening legal oversight to limit urban
encroachments.

1.1.1 Keywords : Random Urban Growth; Land Use; Urban Expansion; Urban
Planning; City of Baghdad; Informal Settlements; Urban Geography; Urban
Development.
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