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The grammatical system of introduction and delay in Imru* al-Qais's
Mu'allagah
A semantic grammatical study
Abstract:

This research presents a comprehensive grammatical, semantic, and statistical
study of the phenomenon of "Word Order Variation" (Fronting and Postposing)
in the Mu‘allaga of Imru‘ al-Qais. Based on a systematic inductive survey of all
eighty-one verses of the poem, thirty-five instances of syntactic fronting
(taqdim) were identified and classified into three main patterns: predicate
fronting over the subject (23%), direct object fronting over the verb or subject
(28%), and prepositional or adverbial phrase fronting (49%). The study adopted
an integrated analytical-descriptive methodology reinforced by quantitative
statistics, grounded in Sibawayh’s classical principle of "primacy of importance"
— the traditional counterpart of the modern linguistic concept of "semantic
focus” — and in al-Jurjani’s theory of syntactic arrangement (nazm). The
findings establish that 91% of fronting instances carry a clear semantic
motivation independent of metrical constraints, confirming that word-order
deviation in the Mu‘allaga constitutes a deliberate stylistic system aimed at
visual framing of the poetic scene and directing the recipient’s attention toward
the central semantic foci of each verse.
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