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Teaching Difficulties Faced by Teachers in Mathematics
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Abstract:

The current research aimed to identify the teaching difficulties faced
by male and female teachers in mathematics. The sample consisted of
(61) male and female teachers. The researcher used a questionnaire as
the current research tool, distributed across four domains (the domain of
mathematics teaching objectives, the domain of the curriculum, the
domain of students, and the domain of time allocated to studying
mathematics). The application period lasted approximately (15) days.
The sample's responses to the questionnaire were analyzed to
determine alternative ratings according to a three-tiered scale, as
follows:

— Major difficulty, assigned three marks.

— Moderate difficulty, assigned two marks.

— Minor difficulty, assigned one mark.

The researcher also used statistical methods (Pearson's correlation
coefficient to calculate reliability, the weighted mean to calculate item
severity, and the chi-square test to identify differences based on the
gender variable).

The results showed the following:

1. Emphasis is usually placed on achieving cognitive objectives, and the
assessment procedures used do not measure the affective aspect.

Furthermore, affective objectives are usually formulated in such a
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general way that they are difficult to implement and subsequently
measure.
2. The elementary mathematics textbook contains a large amount of
information, topics, and mathematical problems, in addition to the
repetition of some topics from one grade to the next, which leads to
insufficient time allocated to completing the curriculum.
3. The curriculum is generally unsuitable, along with haphazard teaching
methods, activities, educational tools, and the teacher's presentation of
the engineering content. Assessment methods diagnose difficulties
rather than identify strengths and weaknesses.
Keywords: teaching difficulties, teachers, mathematics
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