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Abstract

The decade spanning 1863-1874 represented a pivotal period in the
development of the Belgian economy, during which the Port of Antwerp played a
central role in promoting both trade and industrial growth at the national and
international levels. The abolition of tolls on the River Scheldt in 1863 significantly
facilitated access to the port for foreign vessels, leading to a marked increase in
maritime traffic and a substantial rise in the volume of imported and exported goods.
This commercial liberalization positively impacted the real economy by attracting
foreign investments, fostering industries linked to maritime trade, and generating new
employment opportunities within the shipping, logistics, and port services sectors.

Large — scale investments in port infrastructure were also instrumental in
supporting this transformation. These investments included the construction of
modern docks and basins, as well as the development of advanced warehouses and
logistical facilities, which enhanced the port’s operational capacity and enabled it to
accommodate larger vessels and handle heavy and diverse cargo efficiently. These
improvements reduced waiting times, optimized loading and unloading processes, and
consequently strengthened Antwerp’s competitiveness relative to other major
European ports.
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