| Al-Rafidain Journal of Political Science |
» Foreign Policy under Uncertainty: A Complexity Approach to Explaining State Behavior
(Theoretical Study) Vol.2, No.3, June 2026, (121-135) «

IRRAOI

Academic Scientific Journals
Al-Rafidain Journal of Political

Science RJ@P,S

etirlad) aglall Gandl M (adoxs
Al-Rafidain Journal of Political Sciene

ISSN: 3006-7820 (Online) ISSN: 3006-7812 (Print)

+ University of Mosul ¢ College of Political Science ¢ University of Mosul ¢ College of Political Science ¢ University of Mosul ¢ College of Political Science ¢

Full Name, Academic Title
& Institutional Affiliation:

Assist. Prof. Dr. Basil Muhsin
Muhanna,
Faculty of Political Science,
Kufa University, Iraq

Corresponding author E-mail

basilm.alumeiri@uokufa.edu.ig

DOI: 10.33899/rjps.v2i3.61352

Keywords:

Foreign Policy,

International Uncertainty,
Complexity Approach,

State Behavior,

Contemporary International System

ARTICLE INFO

Article history:

Received:
February 5, 2026

Revised:
April 2, 2026

Accepted:

April 13, 2026

Available online:
June 1, 2026

Iragi Academic Scientific Journals

https://iasj.rdd.edu.ig/journals/journal

/view/533

| Al-Rafidain Journal of Political Science (RIPS) | Al-Rafidain Journal of Political Science (RJPS) | Al-Rafidain Journal of Political Science (RIPS) |

Foreign Policy under Uncertainty: A
Complexity Approach to Explaining State
Behavior (Theoretical Study)

Abstract

This study focuses on analyzing state behavior in foreign
policy within international environments characterized by
high levels of uncertainty and structural complexity, by
employing the complexity approach as an interpretive
framework that goes beyond traditional linear models. The
study proceeds from the assumption that contemporary
international interactions operate through interconnected
networks of actors and variables, where strategic outcomes
emerge from nonlinear interactions and continuous
feedback processes rather than from isolated, single
decisions.

The study adopts a theoretical analytical approach
supported by a critical review of recent literature on
complexity theory and complex adaptive systems, applying
their core concepts to patterns of state external behavior in
evolving international contexts. The findings indicate that
foreign policy outputs in complex environments are
dynamic and adaptively phased, and that explanatory power
increases when analytical models incorporate emergence,
multi-level interaction, and sensitivity to small changes
The study concludes that the complexity approach provides
a more suitable analytical framework for understanding
contemporary international behavior and contributes to
developing a flexible strategic conception of foreign policy
decision-making based on adaptation and uncertainty
management, rather than on assumptions of stability and
linear predictability of outcomes
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