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Abstract:

This study examines the phenomenon of substitution (ibdal) in the orthography of the
Uthmanic Mushaf through the work Jamilat Arbab al-Marasid f1 Sharh “Aqilat Atrab
al-Qasa’id by Imam Burhan al-Din al-Ja'bari (d. 732 AH), The study views
substitution as a phenomenon resulting from the interaction between orthography,
recitation, and linguistic principles. It aims to uncover al-Ja‘bari’s methodological
approach to explaining substitution and to identify the foundations upon which he
interpreted substitution between letters, particularly through linking orthography with
etymology, modes of recitation, Arab dialects, and considerations of pause and
Qur’anic verse endings,The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method based on
inductive examination of al-Ja‘barT’s texts related to substitution, analyzed in light of
the views of leading scholars of Qur’anic orthography, linguistics, and recitation. The
findings reveal that substitution in the Mushaf, according to al-Ja‘bari, is an
intentional phenomenon consistent with the fixed Uthmanic orthographic system and
does not constitute a deviation from standard spelling. Moreover, al-Ja‘bari employs
an integrative approach that highlights the semantic function and flexibility of the

Uthmanic script in accommodating multiple readings.
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