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Spatial Variation of Traffic Accidents on the Kirkuk-Tuz Khurmatu Road
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Lect. Maher Saleh Mahmoud (PhD)
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University of Kirkuk - College of Arts - Department of Applied Geography
Abstract
This study dealt with the spatial variation of traffic accidents on the Kirkuk-Tuz
Khurmatu road in 2024. Its main objective was to identify the spatial distribution
of traffic accidents and the most significant contributing factors. These factors
included the road's design and construction characteristics, numerous technical
errors during project implementation, the lack of regular maintenance, and
drivers' disregard for speed limits. The significant increase in the number of
vehicles using this road also contributed to the rise in traffic accidents. The study
found that the number of traffic accidents that occurred during the year (2024)
was (131). The sections of the road located within the city of Kirkuk recorded
the highest number of traffic accidents, with (48) accidents, representing (37%).
The sections of the road located within the boundaries of the city of Tuz
Khurmatu came in second place, recording (40) traffic accidents, representing
(40%). In addition to the number of accidents that occurred in other sections of
the road, this indicates that the roads are inadequate, which necessitates more
planning and increasing the capacity of the main roads to reduce the large
number of traffic accidents occurring on these sections of the road and on other
roads.
Keywords: Traffic accidents, spatial distribution, speed, road.
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