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Abstract

This study explores the social structure of Umayyad al-Andalus through statistical
analysis of biographical data found in biographical dictionaries (4th-6th centuries
AH/10th-12th centuries CE), focusing on the institution of wala’ (clientage) and its
role in ethnic integration processes. Quantitative data reveal a distinctive Andalusian
characteristic represented by the marginal role of wala’ compared to the Islamic East,
where approximately half of the biographies lack any explicit ethnic affiliation, while
the proportion of explicitly mentioned mawali (clients) does not exceed 8%. This
phenomenon is attributed to a complex of factors including the absence of newly
established garrison cities (amsar), the significant presence of Berber elements in the
conquest armies, the dominance of the Maliki school which rejected recognition of
wala’ al-Islam and withdrew legal recognition from wala’ al-muwalah (contractual
clientage), in addition to Umayyad state policies aimed at monopolizing clientage
bonds. The phenomenon of muwalladiin (local converts) emerges as a structural
anomaly in the social classification system, as these Arabized Muslims of local
origins, who were not incorporated into tribal clientage, represented a dual challenge
to the Arab elites monopolizing privileges and to Umayyad integration policies. Their
revolts in the 3rd century AH/9th century CE, particularly the movement of ‘Umar ibn
Hafstn, revealed the depth of the integration crisis, yet simultaneously confirmed the
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limited options available outside the Arab-Islamic framework. This work concludes
that the process of Umayyad state-building gradually contributed to transcending
sharp ethnic distinctions in favor of a composite Andalusian identity based on Islam
and Arab culture, where mawalr and muwalladiin transformed into "Arabs™ in the full
cultural sense by the caliphal era and beyond.

The significance of this research lies in presenting an analytical model that combines
quantitative statistical methodology with historical criticism of sources, surpassing
traditional readings that reduced the structural complexity of Andalusian society to
rigid binaries, and addressing the problematic gap between juridical texts and the
actual historical practice of the institution of wala’, thus contributing to a deeper
understanding of the mechanisms of identity production and reconstruction within the
dialectic of power and social structure.
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