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Abstract:

This study examines the vision of the Ottoman historian Kéatip Celebi (1609—
1657) regarding reform in the Ottoman Empire during the seventeenth century,
through an analysis of his reformist ideas in his treatise Dustiir al-‘Amal li-Islah al-
Khalal (The Method of Action for the Reform of Defects). The research aims to
highlight the nature of Katip Celebi’s reformist thought, as he was one of the most
prominent Ottoman intellectuals who attempted to diagnose the causes of institutional,
administrative, and economic decline during this period. The study shows that Katip
Celebi linked the decline of the state to several factors, most notably prolonged wars
and their resulting financial crises, weak administration, Janissary rebellions, and the
expansion of military expenditures, which increased tax pressure on peasants and led
to economic decline. He also criticized the arbitrary issuance of laws and emphasized
the need to adhere to established Ottoman legal and administrative traditions to
maintain state stability.
Katip Celebi believed that reform could not be achieved through rapid or
radical change, but rather through gradual reform based on reorganizing state
institutions and strengthening central authority while preserving traditional legal and
social foundations. The study highlights Katip Celebi as an early model of Ottoman
reformist thought and reveals the level of critical awareness among Ottoman

intellectual elites regarding the empire’s political and economic crises.
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