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The Aesthetics of Language in Al-A'sha's Mu'allaga: A Critical
Deconstruction of Poetic Expression Styles
A . L. Muntzer Jawad Kadhim
Middle Euphrates Technical University/Technical Institute/Kufa
mntzer.kadhim.iku@atu.edu.iq

Abstract:

This study examines the language of poetry in the Mu‘allaga of al-A‘sha Maymiin
ibn Qays as a prominent example of lyrical pre-Islamic poetry, distinguished by its
linguistic richness and artistic and semantic depth. The research aims to uncover
the linguistic features that contributed to shaping al-A‘sha’s poetic experience
through an analysis of the poetic lexicon, an exploration of the dominant semantic
fields, and an examination of the methods of syntactic and stylistic construction in
the Mu‘allaga. The study adopts a linguistic-critical approach based on the
integration of lexical, syntactic, and semantic levels to reveal the poet’s ability to
balance strength and softness, as well as prideful and emotional expression. It also
pays particular attention to the rhythmic level by analyzing poetic music and its
techniques, the extent of al-A‘sha’s adherence to the prosodic tradition, and the role
of rhythm in enhancing meaning and enriching the aesthetic structure of the text.
The study concludes that poetic language in al-A‘sha’s Mu‘allaga does not merely
serve a communicative function, but constitutes an active structural element in the
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production of meaning and the formation of the aesthetics of pre-Islamic poetic
discourse.

Keywords: Poetic Language, al-A‘sha’s Mu‘allaga, Pre-Islamic Poetry, Semantic
Fields, Poetic Lexicon, Textual Aesthetics.
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