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The Effectiveness of a Play—-Based Learning Strategy in Developing
Handicraft Skills Among Fifth—Grade Primary School Students
Researcher: Azhar Jaber Hamad
Affiliation: Al-Mustansiriya University [ College of Basic Education

Abstract

The Impact of Utilizing a Play-Oriented Instructional Approach on
Enhancing Manual Craftsmanship among Fifth—Year Primary Students
Author: Azhar Jaber Hamad

Affiliation: Al-Mustansiriya University | Faculty of Basic Education
Summary: The current inquiry was designed to evaluate the "Practicality
of integrating play—centric educational strategies to bolster the manual
dexterity and handicraft talents of fifth—grade female pupils." To fulfill the
study’s goals, an experimental methodology was executed,
incorporating a dual-group framework (experimental VS. control)
characterized by longitudinal assessment via initial and terminal
evaluations.

The designated participants included (65) female learners, recruited
through a purposive sampling technique. This cohort was partitioned
into an experimental division (Group A, n=31) and a reference division
(Group B, n=34). The pedagogical intervention featured specifically
curated activities such as (Folial Patterns, Ball Sorting, and Synthetic
Dough Manipulation). Furthermore, a bespoke evaluative tool was
constructed and underwent rigorous appraisal by a committee of
academic authorities to verify its psychometric soundness and neutrality.
Upon concluding the intervention, the gathered data underwent
comprehensive statistical scrutiny, employing techniques including (T-
test for independent variables, Chi—-square analysis, Pearson’s r, and
the Reliability Coefficient of Cronbach). Outcome analysis indicated
substantial statistical variations favoring the experimental cohort.

Specifically, the intervention group recorded an arithmetic mean of
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(22.9, SD=5.33), whereas the conventional group registered (57.6,
SD=7.23.(
Analytical comparisons demonstrated that the empirical T-statistic
(4.68) surpassed the critical T-distribution value (2) at a 5%
significance threshold with 59 degrees of freedom. Consequently, the
researchers dismissed the null proposition in favor of the alternative
hypothesis. These findings confirm the marked proficiency of students
engaged in the "Play-Based Pedagogy' compared to those subjected to
standard instructional routines. The study concludes that ludic learning
significantly optimizes handicraft skill acquisition, leading to a series of
strategic proposals for educational reform.
Keywords: Ludic Pedagogy, Manual Dexterity, Artistic
Craftsmanship, Elementary Schooling, Developmental Strategies.
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