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Claude-Francois Mallet’s coup plot in France in 1812
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I

Abstract

n 1812, France experienced a tense and unstable political atmosphere

shaped by both internal uncertainty and external military challenges. Dur-
ing this period, Napoleon Bonaparte launched his ambitious campaign
against Russia, leaving Paris and much of France without his direct su-
pervision. This absence created a perceived political and military vacuum,
which encouraged dissenting elements to act. One of the most notable in-
cidents was the attempted coup led by General Claude Frangois de Malet,
who sought to exploit the situation by spreading false news of Napoleon’s
death in Russia.

Mallet’s plan initially caused confusion in Paris, as he managed to convince

several officials and military officers that the emperor had died. Acting on
forged documents, he briefly succeeded in gaining control over certain
institutions and arresting key figures. However, the plot was ultimately
uncovered, and Mallet was captured and executed. Despite its failure, the
coup attempt exposed serious weaknesses within the French political sys-
tem, particularly the overreliance on Napoleon’s personal authority and
the lack of a stable governing structure in his absence When Napoleon
returned from the disastrous Russian campaign, he was deeply alarmed by
how close the coup had come to success.

The incident made him more cautious and suspicious of internal threats. As

a result, he implemented stricter security measures, increased surveil-
lance, and tightened control over political and military institutions in Fran,
Overall, the events of 1812 highlighted the fragility of Napoleon’s regime.
While he remained a powerful leader, the Malet affair revealed underlying
instability and the potential for rapid upheaval in France if his authority
were ever seriously challenged or absent for an extended perio.

Keywords: conspiracy, money, Napoleon, Savary, coup.
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