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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the reality of teaching Islamic creed (‘Aqidah) in Malaysia, with a field
application in the state of Kedah, in order to identify the nature of the doctrinal reference framework,
the role of scholars and educational institutions in consolidating it, and the extent to which it is
influenced by contemporary social and intellectual transformations.

The study was based on a central research problem: To what extent do educational institutions and
scholars in Kedah contribute to strengthening Sunni doctrine, and what are the major challenges facing
this process?The study adopted the descriptive-analytical method, supported by field tools represented
in interviews and the analysis of official documents issued by the Malaysian Ministry of Education and
the Department of Islamic Development Malaysia (JAKIM).The major findings revealed the stability of the
Sunni doctrinal reference both officially and socially, as educational institutions in Malaysia officially
adopt the creed of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah (Ash‘arites and Maturidites), whichis clearly reflected in
school curricula and training programs.

The study also highlighted the integration between the traditional and modern educational models,
revealingthe existence of a dual educational systemthat combines Pondok schools (traditional heritage-
based institutions) with formal systematic education, without any fundamental conflict between them;
rather, the relationship is characterized by functional integration
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