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Practical Applications of Jakobson's Functions in Surah At-Taghabun: In
Light of the Functional Approach

A.L. Hussein Faiq Sadiq
A.L. Abdul Salam Hassoun Abu Khwait
Al-Muthanna Education Directorate
Research Abstract

The research concludes that the Holy Qur’an is compatible with modern
linguistic studies, encompassing both their foundational principles and
specialized branches. While the framework of linguistic analysis is a modern
development, its practical applications are profoundly evident within the
Qur’anic text. Using Surah At-Taghabun as a case study, the researcher
demonstrates that applying Roman Jakobson’s linguistic theories regarding
phonetic analysis and its impact on discourse reveals a deep temporal symmetry
and phonetic harmony.The study highlights a distinct correlation between the
phonetic properties of individual letters and their specific meanings, as well as
the collective thematic meaning of the verses. By quantifying these sounds in
relation to the Surah’s objective, a close link emerges between the overall
theme, the title of the Surah, and the phonetic attributes of Its characters:The
Letter Alif : Characterized by Jarh (vocal resonance) and Shiddah (intensity)—
traits that align with the concept of At-Taghabun (mutual loss/gain)—it accounts
for 9% of the Surah’s letters, appearing 189 times. This frequency serves the
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Surah’s core purpose of proclamation (iblagh), notification (tabligh), and
warning (indhar), all of which require phonetic intensity and elongation.The
Letter Waw : Ranking second in frequency, it appears 105 times (5.09%). As a
sound associated with extension (madd), elongation, and strength, it
complements the Alif. The Alif, as an open vowel sound, signifies openness and
wide dissemination, further harmonizing with the themes of divine invitation
and warning.

Keywords: Practical Applications, Jakobson's Functions, Surah At-Taghabun
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