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A Kingdom Under Surveillance: A Documentary Study of Iraq
Through High Commission Reports British 1924

Prof. Dr. Rasha Jamil Alwan
Al-Muthanna University / College of Education for Humanities

Abstract:

The reports of the British High Commission are important and informative
documents for understanding the nature of the political, military, economic, and
social relations between Britain and Iraq during a critical period in the history of
the Iraqi state. As for the British reports of 1924 It acquires special importance
because it was written at a pivotal historical stage, as the newly formed Kingdom
of Iraq was facing many challenges in establishing its legitimacy and building its
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institutions, and was subject to strict control by the British government. The British
High Commissioner is responsible for implementing British policy in Iraq, and his
role is supervisory over all aspects of governance, from forming ministries and
implementing laws to fulfilling mandate obligations towards the League of
Nations, One of the mechanisms of British control was the presence of the High
Commissioner, Henry Dobbs, who represented the highest British authority in Iraq
and supervised government decisions. He had the right to object to decisions and
communicated with his government through reports that he submitted to the British
Colonial Office, which are the sources on which the research was based, There are
British advisors who have great influence and direct policies, so British control
was strict and tight over all joints of the state. There is political, economic, military
and social control, and each of them has a role in protecting British interests.

Keywords: cabinet formation, treaty, economic control, social control.
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