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Abstract

Exegesis (Tafsir) serves as a mirror reflecting the richness of Islamic intellectual
heritage. Emerging alongside the Quranic revelation, its schools diversified into
linguistic, jurisprudential, and rhetorical branches, according to the scholarly interests
of the commentators. In this context, Al-Tafsir al-Basit stands as a pioneering model
for its synthesis of linguistic inquiry and analytical methodology, qualifying it as a
primary resource for investigating the 'Rationales of Naming' (lllal al-Tasmiya)—a
phenomenon where language and thought converge.

This field seeks to elucidate the reasons behind assigning specific names to various
entities, including prophets, individuals, locations, and time periods. It is an area of
study championed by linguists and rhetoricians to demonstrate the organic
relationship between the signifier and the signified, asserting that naming is not an
arbitrary act but is instead rooted in profound etymological origins. Ultimately, Al-
Tafsir al-Basit, through its encyclopedic scope, remains a testament to the unique
integration of both the narrative (Riwaya) and rational (Diraya) approaches to

understanding the Quranic text".
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