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Abstract:

The Baltic Sea region witnessed intense rivalry over maritime dominance among
regional powers, notably Sweden on one side and Russia, Denmark—Norway, and
Poland on the other, culminating in the Great Northern War (1700-1721). The
conflict was not sudden but rooted in rising tensions during the 1690s, driven by
competition over influence and strategic ports. It unfolded amid major political and
military transformations, as Russia, under Peter the Great, sought access to the Baltic
and a stronger international position, while Sweden aimed to preserve its regional
supremacy. Alliances, particularly with Saxony—Poland and Denmark, expanded the
war and gave it a broader international dimension. This study examines the war’s
role in reshaping the balance of power in Eastern Europe by analyzing the pre-war
equilibrium, the causes of Sweden’s decline, and the factors behind Russia’s rise, with
particular focus on the impact of the Battle of Poltava (1709). The research adopts a
historical-analytical and comparative approach to understand the conflict and its
outcomes.
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