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Abstract

This study examines the roles of the wives and princesses of King Shulgi
within the framework of the Ur Il State (2094-2048 BCE), based on
contemporary cuneiform sources. It aims to reassess the position of royal
women within the institutional structure of the state by analyzing their
religious, political, and economic functions beyond the traditional
perception that confines them to familial or ceremonial roles. The research
adopts a historical-analytical methodology, drawing upon administrative
and economic documents, religious texts, and cylinder seals as primary
sources reflecting the administrative and economic organization of the Ur
Il state.
The study demonstrates that some of Shulgi’s wives—particularly those
bearing the title “Lady of the Palace”—supervised significant administrative

and economic units, owned agricultural lands and production workshops,
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and managed the royal harem. Royal princesses also held high priestly
offices, most notably the entum priesthood, thereby reinforcing political
legitimacy through their association with the religious institution.
Furthermore, dynastic marriages with Elam were employed as a diplomatic
strategy to secure political influence and stabilize the eastern frontier. The
study concludes that royal women during Shulgi’s reign constituted an
active institutional component of the Ur Il state, contributing to political
stability, economic development, and ideological consolidation.
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