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Abstract

The “New Middle East” project emerged in U.S. policy discourse in the aftermath of
the September 11 attacks, representing a shift in the way the United States and its
allies approached the Middle East. Closely associated with the broader strategy of the
George W. Bush administration, the project aimed to promote political
transformation, economic liberalization, and regional reordering in line with U.S.
interests. These policies had notable implications for the Gulf region, as the states of
the Gulf Cooperation Council were compelled to navigate external pressures while
safeguarding their internal stability. This paper examines the responses of the GCC
states—Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, and
Oman—to the “New Middle East” project, highlighting the diversity of their
approaches within the context of U.S. policy and regional dynamics.
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