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Abstract:

This study examines the international legal framework governing secret
chemical experiments conducted on humans, whether in times of peace or during
armed conflicts. It investigates the legality of such practices under the rules of public
international law, particularly international humanitarian law, international human
rights law, and international criminal law. The focus is placed on documented cases
where vulnerable groups—such as prisoners of war and ethnic or religious
minorities—were subjected to coercive experiments without their free and informed

consent, in violation of fundamental international principles such as human dignity,
non-discrimination, and the prohibition of cruel or inhuman treatment.
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The study highlights relevant legal provisions, including Article 7 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), Article 11 of
Additional Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions, and Article 8 of the Rome

Statute of the International Criminal Court. It also addresses the continuing
responsibility of states for these acts, even following a change in political
regime, in accordance with the principle of the continuity of international
responsibility.

The study concludes that international law unequivocally prohibits the use
of humans in secret coercive chemical experiments, recognizing such acts as
grave violations that warrant investigation and prosecution—whether committed
during armed conflict or peacetime. It underscores the importance of
accountability and the imperative to prevent impunity.

Keywords: Secret chemical experiments, international humanitarian law,
Human rights, international responsibility.
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The Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) provides an overview of

the Chemical Weapons Convention on its official website.

You can access the document titled "Overview of the Chemical Weapons Convention" (2022)
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https://www.opcw.org/chemical-weapons-convention
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Goldblat, Jozef. Arms Control: The New Guide to Negotiations and Agreements, SAGE
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United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR), “The Chemical Weapons
Convention: Progress and Challenges”, Geneva, 2021. Available at the link:
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Shearer, Christine et al. “Quantifying expert consensus against the existence of a secret, large-

scale atmospheric spraying program.” Environmental Research Letters, Volume 11, Number
8 (2016).
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Marco Sassoli, International Humanitarian Law: Rules, Controversies, and Solutions to

Problems Arising in Warfare, Edward Elgar Publishing, 2019, pp. 353-360. Available at the
link :https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/usd/international-humanitarian-law-9781786438546.html
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