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The beginnings of national education in Baghdad
Office of the Al-Taraqi Al-Jaafari AlI-Othmani A model from
1908-1918 AD
D. Hind Fakhri Saeed

University of Mosul / College of Basic Education
Abstract

ducation in Iraq during the Ottoman era depended on religious educa-

tion in (Katasib), but after the Ottoman government realized its need for
employees to manage the interests of the state in its departments, and its
need to establish a strong army to confront external dangers, it turned, and
since the middle of the nineteenth century, to establishing civil and mili-
tary schools. Many Iraqi young men join it to graduate as officers in the
Ottoman army.

But within the Ottoman provinces, including Iraq, the matter remained limit-
ed to religious education, until the announcement of the second condition-
ality in 1908, calling for freedom, justice, and equality, and the expansion
of the Ottoman government by opening schools in its provinces, including
military schools and others for engineering and law. It was an opportunity
that a group of Baghdad notables and scholars took notice of to establish
Private schools to educate their children.

From here came the idea of the study to write about the first modern national
school in Baghdad, which was the school (Maktab al-Tarqi al-Jaafari al-
Uthmani), as this school, despite its national and scientific role in Iraqi
society, did not receive a single study that relied on the primary sources of
documents, statistics, and memoirs of its founders, and the most important
problem the study faced. It is the lack of documentation in government
records, considering it a private activity, so the number of documents that
talk about it was very small and their information is brief, as well as the
lack of details related to it in Arabic and Arabized sources and Iraqi studies
that deal with education in the Ottoman era.
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