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Abstract: This research examines the acute developmental paradox in Erbil, where
rapid urbanization has fostered a health-repelling environment characterized by
emissions from over a million vehicles, generator exhaust, and unregulated refineries.
This environmental degradation has transitioned from a mere atmospheric pollutant into
a forced financial drain that undermines household material stability and compels
families to face catastrophic health expenditures. Employing an integrated descriptive
and econometric approach—analyzing survey data from 340 households at Nanakaly
Hospital using E-Views 12—the study reveals that cancer incidences multiplied
fourteen-fold over two decades, representing a total growth of 1385.6%. Furthermore,
the Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) model demonstrates that environmental degradation
increases the probability of cancer by 30%. This phenomenon has birthed "financial
toxicity, forcing 52.42% of families to rely entirely on personal savings and 5.97% to
liquidate capital assets, such as real estate and gold, to cover exorbitant treatment costs
in the private sector—which is sought by 84.7% of patients due to diminished trust in
public services. The research concludes that environmental pollution in Erbil has
become a primary driver of poverty and the depletion of middle-class wealth. This
necessitates urgent intervention from Kurdistan Region policymakers to integrate
environmental protection with health financing systems and activate the Polluter Pays
Principle as a proactive tool to safeguard household financial security from total
collapse under the painful economic consequences of environmental toxins
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