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Abstract

This research sheds light on the most prominent military figure of the late Umayyad
era, Amer bin Dabara Al-Murri, and his pivotal role in protecting the state from
fragmentation in the face of Kharijite revolts, which reached their peak during the reign
of Caliph Marwan bin Mohammed. The study aims to analyze the military strategies
employed by Ibn Dabara to purge the state’s provinces of armed Kharijite ideology.
Commander Amer bin Dabara was considered the 'strong military fist' relied upon by
the last Umayyad caliphs to stabilize the staggering foundations of the state.

His historical role emerged during a critical period (128-131 AH) as one of the most
skilled leaders in mountain warfare and strategic pursuits against the most powerful
Kharijite organizations. His military operations spanned a vast geographical triangle,
including northern Irag (Mosul), the heart of Iraq (Kufa), and the provinces of Persia
(Isfahan).

By eliminating internal threats (the Kharijites), Ibn Dabara succeeded in prolonging the
life of the Umayyad state for several years, temporarily allowing the state to focus on
external challenges. He demonstrated the superiority of the regular Umayyad army (the
people of Syria) over the volunteer Kharijite forces through discipline and geographical
maneuverability.

The death of Amer bin Dabara in 131 AH marked the actual end of the Umayyad state's
striking power in the East. After successfully crushing the Kharijites and dispersing
them, he found himself facing the 'Black Storm' arriving from Khorasan—the Abbasid
army. The decisive battle took place in the region of Jabag (between Isfahan and
Nahavand in Persia), which served as the final line of defense protecting Iraq from the
Abbasid advance
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