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Abstract

The experience of transitional justice in Sierra Leone represents an important model for addressing the
consequences of armed conflicts. The central research problem lies in how to deal with the grave
violations committed during the civil war and how to achieve a balance between the requirements of
justice and societal reconciliation, particularly in the context of weak state institutions and a lack of
trustamong members of society. The state addressed this issue by adopting a set of transitional justice
mechanisms, most notably the establishment of the Special Court to hold accountable those
responsible for serious crimes, and the creation of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to
uncover violations and hear victims' testimonies. In addition, reparations programs and the
reintegration of former combatants were implemented, alongside reforms in the security and judicial
institutions. Collectively, these measures contributed to achieving a degree of justice and
strengthening civil peace. However, the consolidation of sustainable stability remains dependent on
the continuation of reforms, the reinforcement of the rule of law, and the improvement of economic

and social conditions.

Keywords: Transitional justice, Sierra Leone, civil war, societal reconciliation.
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