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The Impact of Dorman's Strategy on Social Studies Achievement
and the Development of Social Intelligence among First-Year
Intermediate School Students
Prof. Dr. Saad Ta'ma Balil

Researcher: Shaimaa Aziz Askar

University of Babylon [ College of Basic Education

Abstract

This research aims to determine the effect of the Dorman strategy on
social studies achievement and the development of social intelligence
among first-year middle school students.
To achieve this objective« the researcher formulated the following null
hypotheses:
1) There is no statistically significant difference at the 0.05 level
between the mean scores of the experimental group students who will
study social studies using the Dorman strategy and the mean scores of
the control group students who will study social studies using the
traditional method on the pre-test and post-test of social intelligence.
The researcher chose a quasi—experimental design with two groups
(experimental group and control group). A random sample of female
students from a government-run day school in the center of Diwaniyah
Governorate was selected to conduct the research. The sample
consisted of 70 first-year middle school students from the second
semester of the 2025-2(026 academic year. The experimental group
comprised 32 students who studied social studies using the Dorman
strategy« while the control group consisted of 38 students who studied

social studies using the traditional method.
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The researcher ensured statistical equivalence between the two groups
of students in the following variables: students' age« parents' educational
attainment. intelligence test scores. prior knowledge test scores: and
social intelligence scale scores. Other variables were also controlled for
to ensure the validity of the research. Two research instruments were
developed: an achievement test consisting of 40 multiple-choice items
across different levels. The first four elements of Bloom's Taxonomy
(knowledge:« understanding. application« and analysis) were used. The
researcher confirmed the validity and reliability of the test. The second
instrument was a social intelligence scale consisting of 25 items. The
experiment began on Sunday. February 15¢ 2026. After statistical
analysis of the datac the results showed that the students in the
experimental group outperformed the students in the control group. The
experiment ended on Monday. April 20« 2026.
Keywords: Dorman strategy. achievement: social intelligence
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