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The Battle of Midway and its impact on the Japanese Army
June 4-5 1942
Prof. Dr. Wissam Hadi Akkar
Abstract

he Pacific Islands had an important strategic location, which helped create a

base for bringing in Western influence, after they divided the region and turned
it into colonies. Western penetration and influence were accompanied by colonial
competition and conflict that began to become active with the development of the
wheel of industrial progress and the emergence of Japanese hegemony at the be-
ginning of the twentieth century. But the outbreak of World War II and the rapid
international political, military and economic events that accompanied it, and
the emergence of weak points in the strategies of those warring countries and the
attempt to strengthen them by exploiting the Pacific Islands and their resources,
doubled the importance of that region.

Midway Island can be considered important in controlling navigation in the vast wa-
ters of the Pacific Ocean, similar to the importance of the Gibraltar region, which
controls the entrance to the Mediterranean Sea from the direction of the Atlantic
Ocean, despite the fact that there are no inhabitants there at all - except for sea-
birds - and that it is an island. It is barren and barren, containing nothing but sharp
thorns as a single plant that grows in it, and no natural or mineral resources in
it. However, it represents a market position in the Pacific Ocean region through
its control of all maritime transportation lines prevailing in that ocean, and the
Japanese force - if it occupied it - could keep the American base in (Pearl Harbor)
under the threat of air strikes. On the other hand, during the period between the
First and Second World Wars, the United States of America established military
facilities, drinking water refineries, and fuel tanks hidden underground on Mid-
way Island, as well as a large number of military barracks, a large hospital, and a
unit for refining seawater to make it fit for human use due to the island’s lack of
water. fresh water, and the Americans strengthened their defenses of the island
since December 1941, to secure American national security, due to the island’s
market importance.

Keywords: Battle of Midway, Japan, United States of America.
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