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Abstract

In recent decades, the international system has witnessed profound transformations driven
by the technological and digital revolution, which has had a direct impact on the nature of
power and its sources. In this context, the concept of smart power has emerged as a
combination of hard power tools (military and economic) and soft power (cultural and
diplomatic). However, it now faces a new challenge represented by the need to adapt to a

global environment that is increasingly governed by digital media and virtual spaces.

The significance of this study lies in its attempt to analyze the future of smart power in light
of rapid technological transformations and the opportunities they create for enhancing
influence and dominance, as well as the risks associated with informational hegemony and
cybersecurity threats. The study aims to highlight how digital tools such as artificial
intelligence, big data, quantum computing, and modern communication technologies can
be integrated into smart power strategies to achieve a balanced interaction between its

hard and soft components.

The research problem is based on a central question: To what extent can the concept of
smart power evolve and adapt to the dynamics of the digital revolution and ongoing
technological transformations? This question branches into sub-questions, such as: How
can technological innovation be integrated into the diplomatic and military policies of
states? And what is its impact on reshaping the structure of the international system and

the strategic balance among major powers?

The study concludes that the future of smart power will depend on states’ ability to invest
in digital innovation and employ it in building sustainable influence, while recognizing the
importance of ethical and regulatory dimensions in addressing the challenges of the digital
age. Thus, smart power in the technological era is not merely a combination of hard and
soft power, but a new strategic framework that reshapes the concepts of influence and

hegemony in international relations.

Keywords: Smart Power, Digital Revolution, Artificial Intelligence, International Relations,

Balance of Power.
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