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Shiite political Islam in Iraq
Formation and transformations of religious discourse
1958-1968
Dr. Karrar A. Hussen Jouda

University of Sumer \ Collage of Basic Education
ABSTRACT

his paper examines the circumstances surrounding the formation of Shiite

political Islam in Iraq, or what is known as Shiite political Islam. It ana-
lyzes the fundamental features of its thought and discourse, their impact
on Shiite society and its perceptions, and its political relationship with the
authorities. The paper concludes that Shiite political Islam was formed
and launched as a result of the convergence of three factors: the spread of
the leftist (communist) movement, particularly in Shiite cities; the support
provided by the religious authority of Ayatollah Sayyid Muhsin al-Hakim
to Shiite movements; and finally, the presence of an intellectual elite within
the religious seminary in Najaf, which invoked and reinterpreted Islamic
heritage to establish the intellectual foundations of their political project—
the establishment of an Islamic state.

This was a new intellectual framework, distinct from the traditional think-
ing prevalent in the religious seminary. The defining characteristics of
Shiite political Islam were internationalist and ideological. His religious
discourse was formulated on the basis of dynamism and activism, aim-
ing to ideologize religion, prioritize the Islamic nation over sectarianism,
revolutionize Islamic history, and imbue Arab political issues with Islamic
(doctrinal) dimensions, in addition to advocating for the Islamization of
sciences and knowledge. It is worth noting that the formation and rise of
political Islam in a historical era where political events interacted with so-
cial changes and ideological visions contributed to reshaping the structure
of the Shiite mind and its relationship with political power. Consequently,
the outcomes of its existence and the transformations of its discourse be-
came the defining characteristic of Iraqi political and social history in the
second half of the twentieth century, and later became the foundation for
Shiite Islamic transformations in the region.
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