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The role of radio during the revolution of July 14, 1958
Assist. lecturer. Ebada Hussein Ali
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Abstract

he radio played a crucial role in the success of the revolution, acting as

its pulsating heart. The radio was the primary and fundamental medium
for announcing the revolution to Iraqis and the world. As soon as the of-
ficers took control of the radio building in Baghdad, the first revolution-
ary statement was broadcast, announcing the fall of the monarchy and the
formation of the Iraqi Republic. The radio was effectively used to mobilize
the masses. Through it, national anthems and enthusiastic statements were
broadcast, encouraging people to take to the streets and express their sup-
port for the revolution. It broadcast the leaders’ messages, and the radio
became the main platform for the revolution’s leaders, especially Abdul
Karim Qasim, to communicate directly with the people. They delivered
their speeches and issued their new decisions through it.

The radio also served as a psychological weapon against the monarchy and
its supporters. Its continuous broadcasts weakened their morale and gave
the impression that the July 14th revolution enjoyed widespread support,
which accelerated the collapse of their allegiance to the monarchy. On July
14th, the radio was not just an ordinary media outlet; it was a fundamental
tool for bringing about change and managing the country in the early days
of the revolution.
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