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Abstract:
This paper investigates transportation as a theoretical conceptin Islamic
geographical thought, aiming to reinterpret classical geographical texts
beyond their descriptive nature and to uncover their underlying con-
ceptual dimensions. The study is grounded in the assumption that pre—
vious research has largely treated transportation in Islamic geographical
literature as a descriptive account of routes and itineraries, with limited
attention to its theoretical structure and role in shaping spatial relation—
ships. To address this gap, the study adopts an analytical and compara—
tive approach by examining key classical geographical works and relat—
ing their content to modern developments in transport geography.
The findings demonstrate that transportation in Islamic geographical
thought was not merely a process of physical movement, but rather
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a fundamental structural element in organizing geographical space.
It was closely linked to the description of regions, cities, markets, and
trade networks, forming an interconnected spatial system. The study
also reveals that Muslim geographers implicitly recognized the diversi—
ty of transportation modes and their dependence on natural, economic,
and political factors, reflecting a complex functional understanding of
transportation as a dynamic system.
Furthermore, the analysis uncovers an implicit network structure with—
in classical texts, where cities function as nodes and routes as links facili—
tating flows of goods, people, and information. This perspective aligns
conceptually with modern spatial network theories in geography.
Transportation also played a central role in economic integration and
cultural exchange, contributing to the formation of a cohesive civiliza—
tion through the circulation of knowledge, trade, and human mobility.
By comparing classical Islamic geographical thought with contempo-—
rary transport geography, the study highlights a significant shift from
implicit functional understanding to explicit theoretical modeling and
quantitative analysis, incorporating modern concerns such as sustaina—
bility and urban planning. Despite this transformation, several modern
concepts—particularly spatial networks—can be traced back to their
implicit origins in classical geographical writings.
The study concludes that transportation can be theoretically conceptu—
alized within an integrative framework that encompasses spatial, eco—
nomic, and cultural dimensions. Such an approach not only bridges the
gap between classical geographical heritage and contemporary theory
but also contributes to a deeper understanding of the evolution of geo—
graphical thought.
Keywords: Islamic Geographical Thought; Spatial Networks; Trade
Routes; Cultural Integration
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